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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed April 04, 2007 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

In re. pages 3-4, applicants argue that Lucas fails to disclose or suggest a signal 
multiplexing part employing a control signal as recited in the claims because Lucas fails 
to disclose or suggest that the multiplexer 118 uses a control signal to multiplex the four 
signals, whereby the control signal indicates an area of the HBI where the compressed 
audio signal is located in the multiplexed signal output to a signal receiver and is itself 
output to the signal receiver, that there is no disclosure or suggestion that the clock 
signal indicates an area of the HBI where the compressed audio signal is located in the 
multiplexed signal, and that the clock signal is not output to a signal receiver. 

In response, the examiner respectfully disagrees. As discussed in the last Office 
Action, Lucas discloses in col. 6, lines 25-38 that 

"The information transmitted in the VBI, synchronization, timing, and 
teletext, is represented in FIG. 4 by the arrow labeled "VBI." This information is 
generated in a conventional manner and delivered to multiplexer 1 18 at the MAC 
sampling frequency. 

Multiplexer 118 receives for sets of signals, luminance, chrominance, 
audio, and synchronization, timing and teletext, all occurring at the MAC 
sampling frequency. Multiplexer 1 18 then combines these signals by selecting 
them at the appropriate time for inclusion in the MAC video line. After 
multiplexing, the signals are reconverted to analog in D/A converter 120, filtered 
in low-pass filter 122, and output as a MAC color television signal". 

From the above passage, it is clear that the multiplexer 118 output the 

multiplexed audio and video signal and receives the timing signals such as 1365 fh and 

VBI as shown in Fig. 4. It is noted that the claimed control signal indicates an area of a 
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synchronizing period of the video signal where the time-based-compressed audio data 
is located in the generated video/audio multiplexed signal is anticipated by the timing 
signal 1365 fh and VBI because they are used to multiplex the audio and video at the 
appropriate time for inclusion in the MAC video line. Even arguendo that the claimed 
control signal is not anticipated by the timing signal 1365 and VBI, the claimed control 
signal is an inherent characteristic of the multiplexer 118 because there must be a 
control signal to control the multiplexer 1 18 to multiplex the audio and video at the 
appropriate time for inclusion in the MAC video line. 

It is noted that the claimed "signal receiver" can be interpreted as an element that 
receives the control signal. Thus, the claimed "signal receiver" can be anticipated by the 
element of Lucas that receives the command signal. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1 and 11-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Lucas (US 4,652,903). 

In considering claim 1, Lucas discloses all the claimed subject matter, noted 1) 
the claimed time-base compression part operable to time-base-compress an audio 
signal employing a video sampling clock is met by the multiplexer 1 14 which 
compresses four channels of delta-modulated audio using 455 fH generated from a 
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single master clock, which also is used for sampling the video signal (multiplexer 1 14 of 
Fig. 4 and Fig. 5, col. 6, lines 13-23 and lines 39 T 55), and 2) the claimed signal 
multiplexing part operable to multiplex the time-base-compressed audio signal and a 
video signal by, employing a control signal and output a video/audio multiplexed signal, 
and the control signal to the signal receiver, wherein the control signal, employed by 
said signal multiplexing part to multiplex the time-based-compressed audio signal and 
the video signal, indicates an area of a synchronizing period of the video signal where 
the time-based-compressed audio data is located in the generated video/audio 
multiplexed signal is met by the multiplexer 118 receiving four sets of signals, 
luminance, chrominance, audio, and synchronization, timing and teletext to multiplex 
video, audio and teletext data based on VBI (multiplexer 118 of Fig. 4, col. 6, lines 25- 
38). 

In considering claim 1 1 , the claimed wherein the control signal includes a 
horizontal synchronizing signal and a video synchronizing signal is met by the VBI 
disclosed in col. 6, lines 25-29 and shown in Fig. 4. 

In considering claim 12, the claimed wherein the signal multiplexing part is 
operable to multiplex the time-base-compressed audio and the video signal when the 
control signal is a certain value is met by the multiplexer 118 combining the signals by 
selecting them at the appropriate time for inclusion in the MAC video line (multiplexer 
1 18 of Fig. 4, col. 6, lines 25-38). 
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Conclusion 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
5 Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Trang U. Tran whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7358. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM, Monday to Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David L Ometz can be reached on (571) 272-7593. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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